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COOP orders

We have posted information about the latest coop order
on the parent board. This month we are featuring
Holztiger, the company that makes those handmade
wooden animals that are a ChildRoots staple. To find out
what's available, you can browse the online catalog:
www.chalaisassociates.com/catalogs/holztiger2011.pdf
or you borrow the hard copy from the office. Then to
place your order simply fill out an order sheet (also availa-
ble on the parent board). Then deliver your order form
along with a check for the amount due + $5.00 for ship-
ping costs, by March 31st.

Please note: most animals come in sets of two, which

means the wholesale costis x2. ChildRoots may be inter-

ested in buying the second animal from you if you are on-
ly intferested in one. Please talk to Elizabeth (room 2
mom) at nick.elizabeth.n@gmail.com, or see Nina or Cory
for details or questions.

Preschool Parent Teacher Conference

Preschool Parent teacher conferences are scheduled
for Friday, March 18th. Only the preschool classrooms
will be closed to care on that day. Parent—Teacher

conferences are offered to preschool parents twice a

year.

Teachers put a great deal of time and thought into
preparing for these 15 min meetings. They complete
and Ages and Stages Questionnaire for each child, ac-
cording to their age, and employ a number of other
evaluation tools in order to assess and document your
child’s strengths, weaknesses, and kindergarten readi-

ness.

Preschool families, please sign up for a conference

time that works best for you.

This Months artwork is from Jennifer Mercede



Loose Parts

You may have noticed some new items scattered
about the yard—Iloose pieces of wood, shingles,
pots and pans. We are working fo infroduce a larg-
er variety of materials, or “loose parts,” into our out-
door area.

We find that when children have open ended mao-
terials available to them outside, just as they do in-

side, they can gain a broader range of social, phys-

ical and cognitive enhancements as they work to
figure out the many ways each piece can be used.
With the infroduction of these new elements, we
have witnessed new problem solving strategies,
team building and new focus. Loose parts are
good for pushing, lifting, and other large motor
needs. The are also great components for enhanc-
ing dramatic play.

We hope to see several new materials become
available outside over the next month. Some
things you may see:

Cedar shakes

Used ftires

Thin stumps

Milk crates
Repurposed bus tubs
1gal buckets

Large plastic tubes
Wood scrap pieces

Whenever we add any new material to a child's
space, plenty of opportunity is given to the teach-
ers to talk about how the item will be used, what
are safe choices that can be made with the mate-
rial, and where will it be stored once a person has
finished using it. If a teacher finds that a material
cannot be used safely—we may elect to “take a
break” from this material until more conversations
can be had around it's use.

ChildRoofs is getting a fresh coat of
paintl Over the past week, D-Painting
has been prepping and painting our
walls, after hours and on the week-
ends.

We only use low VOC paint (Pure Paint
from Miller).

Democracy in the Classroom!

Last Atelier recess week, several pre-
schoolers spent a few serious circle
times discussing the appropriate uses
for all of our play yard elements. After
much teacher documented debate, all
participants came to some agree-
ments. This list of guidelines are set to be
printed and posted in the yard for the
whole school to follow.

We have replaced our hand soap with
a green seal certified dye-and-
fragrance free foaming skin cleaner.
New soap dispensers will be mounted
in every room this month, and new
foaming hand sanitizer dispensers will
be hung throughout the school.



Pink, Pink. You Stink

There has been a lot of talk around here lately, about the power (and deceit) of PINK. Tracy Johnson,
our go to for Practical parenting advice, recently lead a workshop on “Raising Girls With Healthy Self
Concepts.” Among other things, Tracy discussed the parallel between Disney'’s princess marketing
campaign and the influx of desire for tool and lace in our young girls. She reminded us that every
generation has it's distractions, and that the princess obsession for these 2.5-5 year old girls is akin to
and can be freated similarly to the fascination with guns/weapons that often appears in young boys.
She suggests the imposition of princess free zones and activities—similar to weapon free zones which
seem to be more commonly declared—both at school and home.

But she was also careful to explain that starting around the age of three, children enter a new phase
of defining self-image in which they are looking to understand themselves in relation to their peers. Pri-
or to this age, children look to care givers—parents and teachers - providers to reflect their self con-
cept. Around the age of three, children develop an awareness of categories, and become aware of
their identity as ... a boy or girl. During this time, gender is often a fascination because it is one of the
more clearly marketed categories in our society.

So one way to support this natural, and important phase in the development of a healthy self con-
cept (but without just giving in to the *“girls are princesses and boys are dragons” sentiment) is to help
broaden your child’s view by asking questions and making observations together.

For example, Tracy suggested, if a child declares “Doctors are boys” you might respond by saying
“Oh, hmmmm, lets think of the people we know who are doctors... John's mom is a doctor.” She sug-
gests that this approach of modeling critical thinking, and searching for evidence in the real world,
allows children to come to their own conclusions rather than being told “That’s not frue, there are lots
of doctors that are girls.”

By leading children down the path towards a conclusion, rather than just answering a question or giv-
ing a right answer empowers them to seek information on their own in the future.

Some other strategies for building critical thinking (and media literacy) in our young children included
the use of factual commenting, posing questions, wondering allowed, and inviting children to reflect
on their own experiences without imposing our own (adult) value judgments or “fruths”.

Your response to “do you like my dresse” might be “I notice that it is pink on the top and has tool on
the bottom. What do you like about ite” or "Wow, it looks like you are having fun twirling like that.”

Finally, Tracy warned us to be always mindful of the media that
our children consume., and encourages continued engagement
with children as they are watching— for example you might ask
“what are you noticing right now?e” “What is that person doing?”
while your child is watching their favorite princess movie.

For more about Pink, as a billion dollar industry, check out
Cinderella Ate My Daughter, by Peggy Orenstein.

For more about practical parenting contact
Tracy Johnson : tracy@practicalparentingPDX.com
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The Trouble With Rabbits

We have some rascally rabbits. To date ChildRoots has housed and loved 4 rabbits.

Foo Foo, who was given to us by a family who had outgrown him was 5 when he started
at our original location in Hollywood. This guy is extremely friendly, very well socialized and
preferred to stay in his house when children were in the yard. He has been with us for 7
years now (which makes him 12 (!lI) and now is living out his retrement years at the Annex.
Where life is quite a bit quieter on the playground.

Flopsy and Mopsy and Seth Bullock are the newer rabbits who where part of a warren of
bunnies found and rescued by a teacher at the Mentor Graphics childcare center. Ap-
parently there is quite a rabbit population problem out there on their property and the
grounds keeper has taken to “doing away with” any rabbits that cross his path. So these
three, half wild, bunnies came to us at just 6 weeks old. They were well handled and
adored by staff and children but have those feral roots nonetheless. They have burrowed
out of their hutch and enjoy hopping around the play yard by moon light. But unfortunate-
ly, our stone wall has been no match for them, and at least two of our dear rabbits have
gone missing, and the other has a habit of hopping in and out at her leisure—frightening
neighbors and FOTM patrons.

Flopsy has been missing for a few months now, and Seth Bullock only a few weeks. We
hope that they will return to their home, but for now, don’t be surprised if you spot our
Mopsy loose and headed to a clover patch near you. Don't distress. We love these rab-
bits and do hope that with a little counseling they may come to love us too.

Carpet Cleaning

It is time to get our carpets professionally
cleaned again. Expresso Cleaning will be in
our space over a weekend. They use an
amazing carpet cleaner called The Vortex
Cleaning System. The Vortex uses steam
and vacuum power, allowing carpets to be
cleaned with little to no chemicals, while
cutting carpet drying time in half. Things
might be a little disheveled after the carpet
cleaning event but its always well worth the
effort.

If you have a 5 year old who will be graduating this summer, you will need to
submit your summer enrollment form by April 1st. This form has been
emailed to graduating families and can also be found in the directors office



